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FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
A called meeting of the Board of Directors was held in
the Society’s library on August 16. Present were President
Blocker and Mr. Fuller from St, Petersburg, Mr. Daniel and
Miss Snodgrass from Jacksonville, and Gainesville members,
Mr. Proctor, Mrs. Johnson and Mr. Yonge.
The resignation of Mrs. Johnson as librarian and secretary
was accepted with the greatest regret. Mr. Edward C. Wil-
liamson was nominated by Miss Snodgrass and elected unani-
mously.
There were numerous expressions of love for Mrs. Johnson
and appreciation of her many years of faithful service.
A financial report was read and approved.
A report on new members for the past quarter showed two
life members and fifty-seven annual members as the result of
the membership drive instituted by President Blocker, and
the Board expressed appreciation of and thanks to him for
its success.
Mrs. Johnson’s offer to make a complete index of the
Quarterly was greeted with enthusiasm and gratitude.
It was decided that the next annual meeting of the Society
will be held in Lakeland on the invitation of Florida South-
ern College.
A school history of Florida was discussed and a committee
appointed in this regard.
Mr. Daniel reported on a conference with President Miller
of the University of Florida regarding the Society’s sugges-
tion and request that a chair of Florida history be established
there. Dr. Miller cordially received the suggestion.
Student interest in Florida’s history was discussed, and an
annual medal was proposed for an essay on the subject by
high school students. Mr. Daniel made a generous contribu-
tion toward a fund for this purpose. It was decided that the
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Board recommend to the next annual meeting the establish-
ment of a special class of membership limited to high school
students, with annual dues of one dollar.
OUR MRS. JOHNSON
After ten years of loyal and efficient service our Librarian
and Secretary, Mrs. Alberta Johnson, has retired, and we are
all distressed. Seldom has any work and worker fitted so closely,
the one with the other. Few know so much of Florida’s long
history, and fewer know so well just where to find what
might be asked for. Nor could any take a greater interest in
the questions and problems which were continually brought
to her in person or by mail. None were turned away when
the answer was to be found in her head or in the Society’s
library - even when, after a long day, she must return to the
library in the evening to help some one who could come at
no other time. Our Mrs. Johnson will not be forgotten.
EDWARD C. WILLIAM SON OUR LIBRARIAN AND SECRETARY
Mr. Williamson, our new Librarian and Secretary, has been
assistant editor of the Quarterly since 1949. He received his
education at the University of Florida where he majored in
history and received the degrees of B.A. and M.A., and at
the University of Pennsylvania where he completed his aca-
demic work for the Ph. D. degree and is now writing his
dissertation on Florida history for the period between Recon-
struction and the end of the century. He served as an artil-
lery captain on the Western Front in World War I and
received several decorations. Before going to Korea, where
he served as Army historian and was promoted to Major, he
was an Instructor in History at the University of Florida.
A recent accession to our Library is the gift of a portrait
of Osceola from Mrs. W. S. Manning of Jacksonville. This
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is a print of a copy on stone by George Catlin of his original
portrait of Osceola made at Ft. Moultrie in Charleston Harbor
in January 1838, and completed only four days before the
death of that famous Seminole. Of the numerous portraits of
Osceola, that by Catlin is generally regarded as the most
accurate and important.
NEW MEMBERS
Nominated by:  
Justin R.  Weddell, Pensacola ....................................... T. T. Wentworth, Jr.
William J. Schellings, South Miami .................................... Charlton W. Tebeau
John D. Carroll, Pensacola ....................................... T. T. Wentworth, Jr.
Wilbur A. Willis, Oklawaha ..................................... Mrs. Roy V. Ott
A. J. Sackett, Westover P. O., Va. (Life membership) ..... David R. Dunham
Mrs. A. J. Sackett, Westover P. O., Va ................................. David R. Dunham
Roy Dew, St. Petersburg ............................................................ John C. Blocker
Joseph D. Howell, St. Petersburg ..................................................... John C. Blocker
Mrs. Frank S. Lee, Leesburg .................................................... H. G. Holland
W. H. Stuart, Bartow ................................................. William A. McRae, Jr.
National Society of the Colonial Dames of America
in Florida, Jacksonville ................................................ Mrs. W. S. Manning
Cecilia A. Harris, Holly Hill .............................................. Mrs. Edward Cole
Gordon A. Taylor, Jacksonville ............................................................. J. W. Shands
Bill J. Humble, Tampa ........................................................................... Jocelyn Cooper
Glenn Duckett, Mason, Mich. ........................................................................ H. Maddox
Ernest Metcalf, West Palm Beach .......................................... George W. Coleman
Walter C. Hartwig, Lake Wales ......................................... Thomas DeC. Ruth
Mrs. Virginia Martin Taylor, Jacksonville ..................... Mrs. Genevieve M. King
Rev. Randolph F. Blackford, Talladega, Ala. ....................... J u l i e n  C .  Y o n g e
John Hale Neafie, Eau Gallie ................................................. Joseph E. Torrence
Edward F. Brantley, St. Petersburg ................................................John C. Blocker
Florida Power Corporation (Life membership)................ John C. Blocker
Mrs. Helen Hanford, Leesburg ...............................Rev. Randolph F. Blackford
Mrs. Alberta Davis Taylor, Jacksonville .................................... Fannie Webb Holt
Angus B. Rosborough, Jacksonville .................................. Mrs. Herbert Williams
Mrs. J. Lawrence Kelley, Coral Gables ....................... Mrs. Ruby Leach Carson
Gertrude P. Meek, Tallahassee ........................................... Elizabeth Blanding
Mrs. Lucius Albert Jones, Miami ............................................ Cornelia Leffler
Herbert S. Sawyer, Miami ......................................................... J. Velma Keen
Victor O. Wehle, St. Petersburg .......................................................... John C. Blocker
Mrs. John Skillman Burks, Dade City ....................................Mrs. A. C. Black
Jack F. White, Clearwater .................................................................... John C. Blocker
Leroy Collins, Tallahassee (Contributing member) ............... Guyte P. McCord
Jon L. Stapleton, Marianna .......................................... Mrs. Lucy Milton Evans
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Camilla G. Webber, Babson Park ........................................ Mrs. Roger W. Babson
Garnett Ashby, Jacksonville ....................................... Mrs. James Lipscomb, Jr.
H. J. Comer, Jr., Lake Wales ..................................................................... N. H. Bunting
A. Williams Fisher, St. Petersburg ............................................ John C. Blocker
Ernest G. Gearhart, South Miami .................................................... Justin Havee
D. Biemann Alexander, Daytona Beach ...................................... Mrs. John E. Hebel
Omega Gene East, St. Augustine ................................................ Albert C. Manucy
Mrs. William G. Dwight, Holyoke, Mass. ............................................... G. G. Ware
Werner M. Lauter, Gainesville ........................................................ Mrs. M. H. Latour
Mrs. G. Fildes Tresher, Jacksonville ................................... Mrs. Ray O. Edwards
Genealogical Society of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah
Marion B. Ross, St. Petersburg .................................................... Alfred E. Newman
Justus R. Moll, Washington, D. C.
T. Frank Hobson, Tallahassee ......................................................... John C. Blocker
Charles G. Adalian, St. Petersburg ............................................. John C. Blocker
Paul H. Brinson, Coral Gables ........................................................ John C. Blocker
Alfred A. McKethan, Brooksville (Contributing member) ................ John C. Blocker
Mrs. Willard W. Cutler, Morristown, N. J. ............ Mrs. Ethel Cutler Freeman
Samuel J. Brown (student, Univ. of Fla.) ............................................. Edward C. Williamson
W. Cecil Watson, Miami ................................................................... F. M. Hudson
Mrs. Willie Mae Boley, Pensacola ........................................... T. T. Wentworth, Jr.
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